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servative type; Fox and Grey were radical reformers;
Sidmouth and Ellenborough were reactionary Tories.
William, Lord Grenville, the new Prime Minister,
was the third and youngest son of that George Gren-
ville who himself had been First Lord of the Treasury
and Chancellor of the Exchequer at the beginning of
George III.'s reign (1763-65). William, who had been
born in the same year as his cousin, the younger Pitt—
i.e., 1759—had shown himself, both at Eton and at
Christ Church, to be possessed of scholarly abilities far
above die ordinary. He had become an adept at the art
of writing Latin verse, his Nugce Metrics being long
admired in select academic circles. He would have
made a first-rate don; but the traditions of his family
compelled him to become a second-rate politician. He
entered Parliament in 1782 as Member for Bucking-
ham, and before the end of the year was appointed
Chief Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, Earl
Temple, his elder brother. Next year his cousin,
William Pitt, conferred upon him the extremely lucra-
tive post of Paymaster of the Forces. In 1789 he became
Pitt's Home Secretary; in 1790 he was created a peer;
in 1791 he became Minister for Foreign Affairs, and
that important office he held for the ten critical years
that saw the revolutionary war. He showed himself to
be an admirably capable and conscientious, if entirely
commonplace. Minister. In respect of the war, his
sympathies were rather with Burke than with his
cousin, and some friction resulted. In the matter of
Catholic Emancipation, however, he was whole-
heartedly with Pitt, and, when the King refused to
permit Pitt to keep his promise to the Irish, Grenville
went out of office with him. During Addington's
Ministry, Grenville associated himself with Fox in
chronic opposition, and he determined not to take office
again unless he could bring Fox with him. Thus he
broke .with Pitt, in 1804, but succeeded him as head of
the Ministry of ** all the talents " in February, 1806.

